Dear Mr. Fontaine:
I am in receipt of your Jan. 24, 2007, letter requesting records about drug testing of student athletes under the provisions of the Missouri Sunshine Law. The letter was received in the Office of the Chancellor, University of Missouri-Columbia on Jan. 30, 2007, and forwarded to me in my capacity as Custodian of Records for the University of Missouri. Please refer future correspondence to me at the address given below.
The Department of Intercollegiate Athletics at the University of Missouri-Columbia is in the process of gathering the information. I anticipate that I will be able to provide responsive documents to you by the end of this week. Please contact me if you have questions.
David R. Russell
Chief of Staff and Custodian of Records
321 University Hall
University[image: image1.png]


 of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211
573.882.0600 (O)
573.882.2721 (Fax)
russelldr@umsystem.edu
Scott,
 
I was copied on a request you put in to legal counsel about drug testing, and just wanted to let you know that it is being worked on.  They will get you what they are required to.
 
I did just want to ask what this is about?  This just seems like an odd request that is out of the blue, and your line about “benefiting the public” seems like a bit of a stretch here.  That’s just my opinion though, and it doesn’t really matter, I suppose, what I think about it.  I just see a lot of frivolous requests come through from journalists and budding journalists who all want to be the next Woodward or Bernstein and this just seems like one of those.  If it’s none of my business, then so be it, but since we know each other, I thought I’d respond to you and ask about it.
 
On another note, I hope all is well your way.  Take care…
 
Chad Moller (BJ '91)
Media Relations Director
Mizzou Athletics
260 Hearnes Center
600 Stadium Blvd.
Columbia, Mo. 65211
OFFICE -- (573) 882-0712
CELL -- (573) 268-3110
FAX -- (573) 882-4720
Dear Mr. Fontaine:
This is in final response to your Jan. 24, 2007, letter requesting records under the provisions of the Missouri Sunshine Law. You requested records and information regarding drug testing of student athletes at the University of Missouri-Columbia. A copy of your request is attached. 
A report accounting for all positive substance abuse testing results for 2003-2004 through January 31, 2007 (by academic year) also is attached.
Funds expended on drug testing by fiscal years requested are as follows: 

a. 2003-04                       $  9,220 

b. 2004-05                       $11,280 

c. 2005-06                       $12,388 

d. 2006-07 (to date)        $  6,024 

 

The University’s drug testing policy is posted on the University of Missouri-Columbia Department of Intercollegiate Athletics Compliance website at http://mutigers.cstv.com/compliance/substance-abuse.html. This policy describes the procedural and disciplinary steps taken for first, second and third incidents of positive test results.   

 

There are no documents in existence that are responsive to the second and fifth-seventh items on your list having to do with calendars or schedules for drug testing, audits or reports, contracts or agreements w/vendors, or bid information provided by vendors desiring to do business with the University in this context. The University does not use outside vendors to conduct drug abuse screening tests.

  

Should you have additional questions about the substance abuse testing program at the University of Missouri-Columbia, you are encouraged to contact the Director of Sports Medicine, Rex Sharp (573-882-2375). I trust this information is helpful.

Respectfully, 
David R. Russell
Chief of Staff and Custodian of Records
321 University Hall
University of Missouri
Columbia, MO 65211
573.882.0600 (O)
573.882.2721 (Fax)
russelldr@umsystem.edu
